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International Myeloma Foundation
Cell Phones for a Cure
Guide to Successful Collection

Thank you for your interest in participating in the International Myeloma Foundation’s “Cell Phones For A Cure” cell phone collection program. Your efforts will help raise money for your support group, while helping the IMF improve the quality life of Myeloma patients, while working toward prevention and a cure.

The purpose of this document is to help you understand how to create the most value for your Support Group and the IMF through your phone collection efforts.

The IMF is working with ReCellular, Inc. on this program.  ReCellular, Inc. accepts all handheld portable wireless phones capable of operating on either cellular or PCS networks.  These phones are sorted by model, type and condition. Newer phones are refurbished and marketed throughout the world as economical alternatives to brand-new phones.  Damaged phones can supply parts to repair other phones that can then be returned to services as refurbished used phones.  Badly damaged phones and obsolete models have no value, but are recycled in accordance with all environmental regulations. 

Remember, ReCellular, Inc., accepts all handheld portable wireless phones capable of operation on either cellular or PCS networks, whether they are working or not.  If they are damaged beyond usefulness or if they are obsolete (very old models, outdated technology, or made by manufacturers who no longer make wireless telephones), they do not have any monetary value to us or to you.  However, ReCellular will absorb the expense of recycling these phones safely, so even if some of the phones you collect have outlived their usefulness, you will know that they are being disposed of in an environmentally friendly manner.  The following devices should not be sent in as they will not generate any revenue for ReCellular, your group or the IMF: car phones, so-called “bag phones,” cordless telephones, walkie-talkies, pagers, two-way radios and other commercial radios.

You don’t need to be an expert in wireless technology to learn how to maximize the value of your collection effort.  A few simple rules can help you gauge the value of the phones that you are collecting to raise funds.

How much is each used cell phone worth?

Current phone models are most in demand and can yield $20.00 or more per phone.  Second tier, older phones will typically generate between $1.00 to $10.00.

1. Newer is better.  Models change very rapidly in the wireless world.  The most valuable phones are those under two years of age.  Phones older than two years but under five e years also have value, although understandably less than the newest models.  But, it’s not always easy to tell how old a phone is, so another rule is…

2. Smaller is better.  Every year, phone models get smaller and smaller, so one good indicator of a phone’s age is its size.  The so called “brick phones” that were popular in the late 1980s deserve their reputation for ruggedness, but because of their large size they are of no economic value today.  On the other hand, models made within the past few years that are small and light are still in demand around the world, even if you’ve replaced the phone with and even smaller one.
3. Digital is better.  Phones that identify themselves as being “CDMA” or “TDMA” or “GSM” employ newer digital technology.  Curiously, some phones that say “digital” on the body aren’t really digital.

